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First Things First
Pastor’s Letter
Sunday Services

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. My name is
Emily Carroll, and it is with a thankful heart that I begin my appointment
to First UMC Anchorage on July 1, 2022. My husband Aidan and I have
lived in Anchorage for 4 years. We have one son, Elias, who is 18
months old and is always on the move. Thankfully, Elias loves to play
outside just as much as mom and dad. As a family we love biking,
hiking, gardening, fishing, and camping.
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I have called Alaska home for 30 years and claimed my service to God
for nearly as long. In baptism, each and every one of us are called to
ministry, and I and look forward to coming alongside the people of First
UMC in our service in ministry together. I look forward to meeting you, to
praying with you, to worshiping God with you, and to serving our
Anchorage community alongside you. In the words of Paul to the people
of Philippi, “I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly
praying with joy in every one of my prayers for you all, because of your
sharing in the gospel form the first day until now” (Philippians 1:2-5).
To the people of First UMC, thank you for the invitation to serve. I am so
excited to see what God has in store for us in our time together, and I am
honored to walk with you in this next chapter. I would love to sit down
with each of you in my first couple months here to learn about your
stories and your passions for ministry. I am available to meet at FUMC,
in your homes, at a coffee shop, or for a walk. May God lead us and
guide us in our time as we seek to be a blessing and share Christ’s love
with our Anchorage community.
Your fellow disciple in Jesus,
Pastor Emily
Open Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday, 9am to 12pm.
Availability to meet by appointment: Monday – Thursday, 12pm to 4pm.
Email: pastor@firstumcanchorage.org
Office Phone: 907-272-2112
Emergency Pastoral Care: 907-315-1110
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Help for Independence Day!
We are in need of volunteers/donations to
help with this celebration!
We need:
Donations
~Bottled Water

Volunteer Roles
~Church hosts
(to the Church before 1:30 pm June 30th)
-hand out water, folding chairs, etc.
Interested in helping?
Come join on July 4th!

Lay Leaders Corner
“8 Above all, keep fervent in your love for
one another, because love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Be hospitable to one another without complaint. 10 As each one has
received a special gift, employ it in serving
one another as good stewards of the [h]
multifaceted grace of God. 11 Whoever
speaks is to do so as one who is speaking actual words of God; whoever serves is
to do so as one who is serving [i]by the
strength which God supplies; so that in all
things God may be glorified through Jesus
Christ, to whom belongs the glory and [j]
dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 1 Peter 4: 8-11 NASB
May we, at First Church, welcome Pastor
Emily into our warm embrace and join her,
along with St. John UMC, in seeing to
God’s will for the Anchorage community,
for the church, on a global scale, and for
the hearts and minds of all of God’s children.
Be forever blessed by our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.
Amen
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Book Club

We had a great meeting as we discussed This Tenderland
by William Kent Krueger. We had a great discussion
about the way that Indigenous Peoples were
Next month we will be discussing Mrs. Poe by Lynn Cullen:

July 2022

Poe wants Frances to meet with his wife since she
claims to be an admirer of her poems, and Frances is curious to see the woman whom Edgar married.
As Frances spends more and more time with the intriguing couple, her intense attraction for Edgar brings her
into dangerous territory. And Mrs. Poe, who acts like an
innocent child, is actually more manipulative and
threatening than she appears. As Frances and Edgar’s
passionate affair escalates, Frances must decide whether
she can walk away before it’s too late.

It is 1845, and Frances Osgood is desperately trying to
make a living as a writer in New York; not an easy task
for a woman—especially one with two children and a
philandering portrait painter as her husband. As
Frances tries to sell her work, she finds that editors are
only interested in writing similar to that of the new renegade literary sensation Edgar Allan Poe, whose poem,
We will be meeting on July 25th at 7:00 p.m. Eleanor
“The Raven” has struck a public nerve.
Franke will be hosting.
She meets the handsome and mysterious Poe at a literary party, and the two have an immediate connection.

July:
Lisette’s List
By Susan Vreeland

September:
A Woman of No Importance
By Sonia Purnell
October:

August:
Before the Coffee Gets Cold

When the Apricots Bloom By
Gina Wilkinson

by Toshikazu Kawaguchi,
Geoffrey Trousselot

3

Sack Breakfasts and Lunches for Brother Francis Shelter
Once a month we are responsible for preparing breakfast and lunch once a month
for Brother Francis. This means that we pack 75 sack breakfasts and lunches.
There are any ways you can contribute to this outreach effort. Volunteers to help
pack the bags, donate funds for the purchase of the supplies and deliver them to
the shelter.

The next day for this outreach in July 5th at 11:00 am!

Outreach with Anchorage Coalition to End Homelessness
We are excited to announce a new adventure to help the community of Anchorage.
Twice a week FUMC will be hosting a navigational hub for our unhoused brothers
and sisters. These hubs will provide a meal, showers, some
clothing, a chance for those who work with the coalition to
provide much needed resources, etc. If you are interested in
learning more or volunteer please feel free to come to FUMC
anytime 10am-3pm on Tuesdays & Thursdays.
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Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

July
Wedding
Anniversaries

3

4

5

6

10:00 p.m.
Worship

Office
Closed

11:00 am
Brother
Francis Meal
Prep

Delivery
Clare house

7

8

9

James & Karen
Foster
24 years

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

10: 00 a.m.
Worship

Riley & Barbie
Snell
42 years

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

10:00 a.m.
Worship

Congratulations
to these happy
24
10:00 a.m.
Worship

25
7:00 p.m.
Book Club

26

27

28

29

30

couples!!!
HAVE WE MISSED
YOUR BIRTHDAY OR
ANNIVERSARY?

30
10:00 am
Worship

PLEASE CALL THE
OFFICE AND LET US

July Birthdays
Tyler Kile

3

Angelo Tutaan

6

Eleanor Franke

7

Simeona Normani

7

Dean Campbell

13

Katrina Villamor

17

KNOW!

Georganna Derrick 18
Robin Bland

29
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