First United Methodist Church

August 2022

First Things First
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, Rejoice!”
Philippians 4:4
Sunday Services
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It is such a blessing to serve in ministry alongside you. Over the past
month it has been my joy to get to know you, to worship with you, and to begin
to dream about the future with you. Thank you for welcoming me in as your
pastor and thank you for inviting me into the good conversations and the hard
conversations about life and ministry.
The journey over covid has been long, isolating, and difficult. We’ve
lost beloved members of the family of God over that time. We’ve found
contentment in the confines of our homes. And still, when I look around the
sanctuary and peak into the Zoom room on Sunday morning, I see the faces of
faithful disciples who are sharing the love of Jesus with one another. And I
rejoice.
I rejoice for the good work you all continue to do for the Anchorage
community. I rejoice for the ways you support one another through life’s
challenges. I rejoice for your faithful stewardship of the resources of FUMC. I
rejoice at your hopefulness and intent to follow where God’s sprit leads. I
rejoice.
Friends, thank you for sharing the love of Christ with one another, with
Anchorage, and with me. If there is any way I can support you through this
time, please don’t hesitate to send me an email or give me a call. I would love
to meet you and pray with you.
Your fellow disciple in Christ,
Pastor Emily

Calendar,
Birthdays,
Anniversaries

Blessing of
Backpacks

7

Open Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday, 9am to 12pm.
Availability to meet by appointment: Monday –
Thursday, 12pm to 4pm, and as needed.

8

Email: pastor@firstumcanchorage.org
Office Phone: 907-272-2112
Sabbath (days off): Friday and Saturday (I don’t
look at email or respond to calls or texts these days
unless it is an emergency)
Emergency Pastoral Care: 907-315-1110
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Greetings my friends!
I have had the pleasure to meet many of you a few weeks ago, my name is Autumn Krueger and
I have been in Anchorage for the past 5 years with my dog, Kavi. We spend a lot of time in our
backyard playing, gardening, catching bugs, and lounging. Inside, you would find me cooking
or crafting. Over the last week I’ve enjoyed cooking garden fresh zucchini and green beans.
Anchorage has been my home for the past 5 years. Prior to moving here, I spent 3 years in Atlanta, and the first 22 years of my life in South Dakota, where my mother continues to live. I
came to Alaska through Birchwood Camp and fell in love with this place and felt the call to
make it home.
Over the past 2 years my ministry has been focused on young people and their families. In my
heart of hearts, intergenerational ministry is my jam, where the whole body is invited to gather
to learn from and grow with one another, learning from each discipleship stage of life.
I am so excited to get to know each of you more and look forward to meeting
with you for coffee or ice cream or for a walk. Thank you for the invitation
to come alongside you in ministry as we seek to share the love of Christ with
our Anchorage community and world.
Your fellow disciple in Christ,
Pastor Autumn
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From the desk of your Lay Leader---“I’m so excited. And I just can’t hide it. I’m about to lose control and I think I like it!!!”
Yes, I’m ready to lose control to Let Go and LET GOD!!!!
That’s what I’m feeling about the journey we’re on with our new pastoral appointment structure
and the many opportunities and possibilities therein.
The world is in a precarious state, but it’s nothing unusual. It’s always been since the beginning.
With the onslaught of social media, it truly magnifies the flaws, but also some pretty remarkable
things.
As we become inundated with all of this interaction, turmoil, and strife, we’ve become weary
and almost complacent, especially in the church; how and what to react or not, to the point of
little to no action when it comes to saving ourselves, our community, God’s church.
Therefore, I’m excited about this new chapter for us here at First Church. As a shared appointment with St. John, we’re able to tap into a source of energy that we could not have imagined
we’d have, just a few months ago. Yes, we’ve hoped and prayed about what the future holds for
this church and the Lord answered.
It’s gonna be a ride; a Disney “E-ticket” kind of ride. (Showing my age here a bit). There will
be highs and lows, loop-de-loops, ups and downs, stops and starts. But it’s a ride with a safety
feature like no other, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
This is our ticket to getting us motivated, rejuvenated, to action and rejoicing, because we’ll be
made to feel alive again and see the growth we’ve been praying for and much needed for First
Church to thrive again, and not merely survive.
Survive, we did; Thank you Pastor Steve!
Now the mantle has been passed on to Pastors Emily, Andy and Autumn, to help us
thrive in the midst of chaos.
I pray that you’ll join me on this ride of a
lifetime.
“ Therefore, whether you eat or drink,
or whatever you do, do all things for the
glory of God.” 1 Corinthians 10:31 NASB
Prayerfully yours,
Carolyn Gordon, Lay Leader, First United
Methodist Church Anchorage gusisme14@gmail.com
P.S. – Scripture Writing Plan for August is
all about “Purpose”.

3

August 2022

2nd Quarter 2022 Financial Snapshot
As the report indicates, FUMC is experiencing a budget deficit. However, I’m
feeling optimistic! Plans are in the works for a joint fundraising auction with St.
John UMC. Contact Pastor Emily if you can help with the organization of this
“fun” fundraiser. Alaskans will soon receive a very large Permanent Fund Dividend and I’m hopeful that FUMC members
will consider contributing some (or all) of this
windfall to the glory of God. With prayer and
planning, we can overcome any challenge! Corinne McVee, FUMC Finance Chair

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
FUMC General Fund
As of June 30, 2022

Actual

General Fund Income
Contributions
Facility Use Donations
Parking Lot Rental
TOTAL INCOME

$

65,885 $
6,209
38,502
110,596
Actual

General Fund Expenses
Administrative
Apportionments
Insurance
Land Use Taxes
Property Maintenance
Utilities
Pastor & Staff Compensation
Program expenses
TOTAL EXPENSES

$

Year to Date Deficit

$

Year to Date
Over/(Under) Budget
Budget
80,006 $
7,000
38,502
125,508

(791)
0
(14,912)

Year to Date
(Over)/Under Budget
Budget

6,496 $
8,250
11,976
0
5,113
22,392
90,413
1,624
146,264

5,553 $
7,500
12,127
8,500
9,425
19,760
92,151
1,235
156,251

(35,668) $

(30,743) $

(750)
151
8,500
4,312
(2,632)
1,738
(389)
9,987
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We had a great meeting as we discussed Lisette’s
List by Susan Vreeland.
This month we will be discussing Before the Coffee
Gets Cold by Toshikazu Kawaguchi, Geoffrey
Trousselot:
In a small back alley in Tokyo, there is a café which
has been serving carefully brewed coffee for more
than one hundred years. But this coffee shop offers its
customers a unique experience: the chance to travel
back in time.

But the journey into the past does not come without
risks: customers must sit in a particular seat, they
cannot leave the café, and finally, they must return to
the present before the coffee gets cold . . .
Toshikazu Kawaguchi’s beautiful, moving story explores the age-old question: what would you change
if you could travel back in time? More importantly,
who would you want to meet, maybe for one last
time?

In Before the Coffee Gets Cold, we meet four visitors,
each of whom is hoping to make use of the café’s time We will be meeting on August 22nd at 7:00 p.m. loca-travelling offer, in order to: confront the man who
tion to be determined.
left them, receive a letter from their husband whose
memory has been taken by early onset Alzheimer's, to
see their sister one last time, and to meet the daughter they never got the chance to know.

August:

October:

Before the Coffee Gets Cold

When the Apricots
Bloom

by Toshikazu Kawaguchi,
Geoffrey Trousselot

By Gina Wilkinson

September:
A Woman of No Importance
By Sonia Purnell
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

3
Deliver 4
Clare House
9:00 am
Anchor Café
6:30 pm
Anchor Café

11:30 a.m.
Sack Meals for
Bro. Francis

7

8

9

10

10:00 a.m.
Worship

14

Thu

11

Fri

Sat

5

6

August 2022

August
Wedding
Anniversaries
12

13

~Kim & Stephanie Damrill~

9:00 am
Anchor Café
6:30 pm
Anchor Café

15

16

17

10: 00 a.m.
Worship
Blessing of the
Backpacks

16 years
~Dan & Denise Carey~
18

19

36 years

20

9:00 am
Anchor Café
6:30 pm
Anchor Café

~Patrick & Chrystal Reese~
30 years
Congratulations to

21

22

10:00 a.m.
Worship

7:00 p.m.
Book Club

28
10:00 a.m.
Worship

29

23

24

25

26

27

9:00 am
Anchor Café
6:30 pm
Anchor Café

30

these happy couples!!!

31
9:00 am
Anchor Café
6:30 pm
Anchor Café

HAVE WE MISSED
YOUR BIRTHDAY OR
ANNIVERSARY?
PLEASE CALL THE
OFFICE AND LET US
KNOW!

Lani Kile

5

Nell Mitchell

16

Chas Warren

25

Janice Campbell

7

Bailey Kile

19

Kerry Madden

30

Sandy Moore

11

John Madden

23

Theresa Vargas

Carolyn Gordon

14

Lori Staats

24

7
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August is here! For many families that means school is just
around the corner! Shopping for school supplies, books, and fall
clothes becomes a part of everyone’s schedule. Here at First
United Methodist Church, Anchorage, on Sunday August 14th,
we want to celebrate and bless the beginning of another school
year. Students, preschool through adults, bring your backpacks or
lunch boxes to worship service. There service will life up children and students
of all ages, dedicating them to God’s glory as we begin a new school year.
Teachers, aides, principals, administrators, secretaries, cooks, librarians, janitors
and bus drivers...come to church to be blessed, affirmed in your vocation, and
encouraged as you serve children and families in our daily work!
Join us for this Celebration Sunday!
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